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Half a Century in the Festival Field: A Self-Reflection in Hong Kong Jiao Festival
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Festivals are an integral part of our lives. Starting from life experience, this lecture attempts to explain what the speaker
has seen and heard in the process of moving from armchair to the field since 1975, and at the same time discuss issues
and thoughts arising from long-term participant observation and cross-regional comparison.

The Jiao in Hong Kong is not only an important religious festival. For different regional communities, this is an
important ritual tool for defining the community’s geographical and population boundaries and establishing ethnic
identity. However, from the perspective of long-term follow-up observation, the rituals, content, and interpretation of

the local communities’ Jiao festival are constantly adjusted due to changes in the macro-environment and micro-ecology.

Therefore, the speaker attempts to use this opportunity to reorganize his half a century field experience from the process
of observation and thinking, on the one hand, he will reminisce about the nostalgic past, and on the other hand, he will
provide the audience with an insight into the long-term dynamic religious festival landscape of the regional communities
in Hong Kong.
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Biography
Professor Choi received his doctoral degree from the University of Tokyo. He is Adjunct Professor of the History
Department at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Museum Expert Adviser (Ethnography) of the Leisure and
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Cultural Services Department. He has published on Chinese festivals and popular religion, family and lineage, and
business history. His major publications include Continuity and Change: The Ethnography of Temple Building
Traditions in Hong Kong (2014), “Rice, Treaty Ports and the Chaozhou Chinese Lianhao Associate Companies:
Construction of a South China—Hong Kong—Southeast Asia Commodity Network, 1850s—1930s” (2014), etc. He has
also co-edited Strenuous Decades: Global Challenges and Transformation of Chinese Societies in Modern Asia (2022) and
Chinese and Indian Merchants in Modern Asia: Networking Businesses and Formation of Regional Economy (2019).



